November 2009 Soroptimist Summary
Art Contest


Artwork from last year’s Live Your Dream Art Contest is currently on display at World Café Live in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The artwork is hanging in the foyer of the award-winning café, which features live radio broadcasts and musical performances seven days a week. Don’t forget to help spread the word and encourage local schools to participate in the second annual Live Your Dream Art Contest. Click here for resources to participate in and publicize this fun initiative. Remember, entries must be received at Soroptimist headquarters in Philadelphia by December 31, 2009.
Corporate Partnership Success Story
SIA is proud to announce a new partnership with Jackson Hewitt Tax Service®, the second largest tax preparation firm in the U.S. After seeing our ad in the New York Times, Jackson Hewitt’s chief technology officer, Danamichele Brennen, wanted to support the Soroptimist mission. Resulting discussions led to the donation of 25 IBM ThinkPad laptops for Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards recipients in spring 2010! This is a great example of how and why corporate partnerships work.
Program Updates

December 2 was the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. Check out Act Now to see what the day is about and how you can help to end trafficking throughout the year. Also, plan for a community-wide Soroptimists STOP Trafficking awareness event. 
After your Soroptimist Workplace Campaign to End Domestic Violence event, please remember to complete the updated report form to provide SIA with additional information to track the success of the program. 
Thirteen white papers on topics important to women and girls worldwide are available on the Soroptimist website. A new resource provides clubs with ideas and suggestions for using these papers in their club and community. 
 

SIA is happy to announce a new partnership with National Women’s History Project to support the 30th anniversary of Women’s History Month in March 2010. 
 

SI will offer a third study tour to Sierra Leone to visit Project SIerra, the 2007-2011 SI Quadrennial Project. The tour will take place May 2-7, 2010. Please note that travel conditions and many services in Sierra Leone are basic and the trip will be physically demanding. The estimated cost for the trip is $1,300, excluding airfare to Sierra Leone. SIA has two spots available and will use a lottery to choose participants. Interested members should contact lori@soroptimist.org for additional information.

SIA "Rules of Engagement" Quiz


Clubs are expected to know and abide by Soroptimist laws (SI Constitution, SIA Bylaws and Federation Procedures). Let’s see how well you can answer these true/false questions.

Executive Director Video Blog

Watch Executive Director Leigh’s latest video blog, recorded just prior to the November 13 board meeting. The blog also features SIA President Cathy Standiford. 

GoodShop with GoodSearch


Make every gift count this holiday season. Shop online from more than 1,300 stores, including Amazon, Toys R Us, Best Buy, Apple, and Gap, and a percentage of your purchase will be donated to Soroptimist. Go to GoodShop.com, designate Soroptimist International of the Americas as the cause, and then click over to your favorite store. 

There is no charge and you can even save money as GoodShop provides thousands of coupons and free shipping offers. Don’t forget to GoodSearch for Soroptimist too! 
Sales Item

Looking for a small gift to give this holiday season? Click here to order Soroptimist’s stainless steel letter opener. This new promotional item features the ‘S’ logo and includes a gift box. SIA has lots of other gift ideas as well, so check it out! 
