July Soroptimist Summary
July 2009

The New York Times Magazine Ad
SIA is proud to announce that the August 23, 2009, issue of The New York Times will contain a full-page ad promoting SIA. This issue of The Times will focus on the economic empowerment of women, and will provide the perfect showcase to create awareness about Soroptimist. By promoting Soroptimist, we will increase the impact of SIA programs and attract new members to achieve our mission. This awareness effort will benefit all clubs in the federation—even those outside of North America—as The Times is read throughout the world. SIA is asking members and clubs to make a voluntary contribution to support this special awareness effort. Contributing is easy! 
· Donate through Soroptimist's online widget 

· Contribute using your secure login at the Soroptimist website 

· Download the Soroptimist donor form 

Click here to see the ad in full size. And don’t forget to pick up a copy of The New York Times on Sunday, August 23.

View from Corporate Relations 

SIA’s newest partner, Love/Avon Army of Women, is excited to announce the launch of the Army of Women Foot Solider Program. As a Foot Soldier, you will help in recruiting one million women of every age and ethnicity to step up, sign up, and take part in breast cancer research. If you are up to the challenge and ready to do more, please click here to read more about the program and to fill out the Foot Soldier Application. Help us take the Army of Women to the next level—one million women strong!
Program Updates

Distributing award applications has never been easier! Clubs can email writeable Women’s Opportunity and Violet Richardson award applications to prospective applicants and partner organizations. Applicants and their references can complete the writable forms and email them back to the club contact person.
Materials for The Ruby Award: For Women Helping Women (formerly the Making a Difference for Women Award) are updated and ready for clubs to use to launch their 2009-2010 project. Also view the new report about last year’s region finalists. 

Check out updated 2009-2010 program materials—forms, resources and tips for administering all the federation programs.

Anne K. Ream (2008 Soroptimist Making a Difference for Women Award recipient) has launched a new website for girls. Girl 360 aims to provide “tweens” with advice, columns, stories about successful women and empowering T-shirt logos.

Soroptimist International of Southern England Region of SIGBI is offering an opportunity for a Soroptimist to visit, share and exchange experiences for a period of three to four weeks between mid-June–mid-July 2010. Click here for more information.

Dues Renewal

We are reaching the end of the dues renewal period for 2009-2010. Many thanks to all clubs that paid by the July 1 deadline, and to the members who forwarded their dues to club treasurers in order to meet the July 1 deadline. A special thank you to the 199 clubs that paid their dues online by the July 1 due date. As an acknowledgement for embracing our online technologies, the 199 “online and on time” clubs will receive a special coupon from SIA headquarters that will arrive in a few weeks, good for $25 off their next SIA store purchase.
 
Don’t forget, every club can use the online system to add new members throughout the year, update member profiles, and to pay club dues during the renewal period each summer.

Soroptimist Women’s Leadership Institute
The first-ever Soroptimist Women's Leadership Institute took place July 3-4 in Chicago, IL, and featured two full days of education, networking, teambuilding and fun. For a recap and photos, click here. 
Spotlight on Soroptimists 

Are you, or a Soroptimist you know, doing something special in your personal, professional or volunteer life? If so, tell us about it in 500 words or less. Your story could be highlighted on the Soroptimist website and in “Spotlight on Soroptimists,” a column coming soon to Best for Women magazine. Email your story to SIA’s Communications Assistant Laurie Graf or mail to 1709 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103.


Club requirements
Attention club leaders in the United States: As a nonprofit organization, each club is responsible for knowing and abiding by federal and state laws that apply to charitable organizations. The document “501(c)(3) Organizations: Fundraising, the IRS and State Law” has been updated to include information on state registration.  Carefully review the document as a guideline for federal and state requirements.
Featured Sales Item

Now is a great time to pick up a stylish blue and gold pin with the modern S logo. No Soroptimist should be without one! Measures 1" wide by 7/8" high.
