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Live Your Dream Art Contest


 Thank you for promoting the second annual Soroptimist Live Your Dream art contest! This year, we received approximately 3,500 entries from around the world, including Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Bolivia, Mexico, Canada, and the U.S.  In order to leverage the public awareness aspect of this contest, please help drive the public to LiveYourDreamCampaign.org to vote on their favorite artwork. 
Voting will begin in the next few weeks. When the polls officially open an email will be sent to Soroptimist members. The winners will be announced on March 8—International Women’s Day. Top winners in each category will receive $100, as will their schools. 
Register Soon for Convention!

Online registration will open soon for SIA’s 41st Biennial Convention in San Francisco, California, July 7-10. Register before May 7 to receive 20 percent off your registration fee, and also be entered to win gift certificates and prizes from local San Francisco merchants! You will also be able to book pre- and post-convention tours; make hotel accommodations; read about guest speakers; sign up for workshops, and more from the SIA San Francisco convention page. 

Haiti Earthquake

In the aftermath of the devastating earthquake in Haiti, women and girls are hardest hit. Click here to read a news release about the Haiti earthquake and its impact on women from SIA’s perspective. Also check out “Reaching Out to Women When Disaster Strikes,” a Soroptimist white paper that addresses women’s specific vulnerabilities post-disaster due to existing economic, political and cultural conditions that impact them more severely than men.
 SIA maintains a Disaster Recovery Fund for long-term projects ensuring that women and girls have the support and resources necessary to rebuild their lives and their communities. Visit http://www.soroptimist.org/donate.html to make a donation to the Soroptimist Disaster Recovery Fund on behalf of the women and girls in Haiti who will need long-term assistance. 
 SIA is devoted to addressing the unique circumstances and needs of women and girls’ following the devastating earthquake in Haiti. Act Now! and contact the United States government leaders in the Haitian relief effort and urge them to take into consideration the unique circumstances and needs of the women and girls in Haiti.

Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week

Fifty-seven percent of teens know someone who has been verbally, physically, or sexually abusive in a dating relationship. February 1-7, 2010, marks the fifth annual National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week. Order Soroptimist Teen Dating Violence bookmarks to distribute during this week and throughout the year. The 2 x 7 inch glossy bookmarks promote healthy dating relationships among teenagers. One side includes a checklist of warning signs that a dating partner may be abusive, while the other side lists teens' dating rights and qualities of healthy relationships. For more information about Teen Dating Violence and other project ideas, read our white paper and model program kit.  

New Spanish and Portuguese Videos

Be sure to check out the new organizational videos on the Spanish and Portuguese websites. This new resource is an excellent way to introduce prospective members to the Soroptimist organization, as well as inspire current members about the important work Soroptimist does on behalf of women and girls. The Spanish web address is: www.soroptimist.org/spanish.html; the Portuguese is: www.soroptimist.org/portuguese.html. Spanish and Portuguese-speaking clubs are encouraged to include this web address on flyers, posters and other promotional materials they distribute in their communities. 

2010-2012 Board Election Results

Ballots for 2010-2012 Board of Directors members were counted at headquarters on January 8. Congratulations to Masako Sakashita, SI/ Miyazaki, Japan; Euisook Choi, SI/ Ulsan, Korea; Connie Desko, SI/Greater Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Joan Merritt, SI/ Willimantic, Connecticut; and Carene Davis-Stitt, SI/ Eugene, Oregon. These members will assume their new leadership positions on September 1, and will serve in that position through August 31, 2012. In two electoral areas, no candidate received a majority of the votes cast, and those electoral areas are currently re-balloting. Click here for full results.  

Soroptimist Gift Cards

Make a donation to Soroptimist in honor of someone, and you can send a customized gift card from the Soroptimist website. These beautiful cards provide a fun and special way to share a gift, while telling the stories of amazing women helped through Soroptimist programs.

SIA President Cathy on CNN

President Cathy recently appeared on Jane Velez-Mitchell's "Issues" show on sex trafficking. If you missed it, watch the segment now! A special thank you to Northwestern Region and Michelle Bart for working to bring this important issue to light through the Soroptimist Northwestern Region Coalition Against Trafficking event.

E.D. quoted in The New York Times

Soroptimist had a second appearance in The New York Times when Executive Director Leigh Wintz, CAE, was recently quoted in an article about international event planning. Click here to read the article.

The View from Corporate Relations 


Jackson Hewitt, our generous corporate partner in the Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards laptop program, has launched a brand new online tax preparation service. Click here to learn about product packages and personalized features. Jackson Hewitt is a strong supporter of economic empowerment for women, and has developed the new online service to help make tax preparation more streamlined and affordable.
2008-2009 Annual Report 


SIA’s 2008-2009 Annual Report is now available at Soroptimist.org/pdf/annualreport08_09.pdf. In addition to financial information, the report includes information about the impact of SIA’s programs that improve the lives of women and girls. SIA is in the process of creating a Japanese version, as well as a video version of the annual report, which will be available shortly.

TIS Goes Digital 


The International Soroptimist (TIS) will no longer be produced as a subscription-based print magazine. Starting in March, the magazine will change to a quarterly electronic publication available at http://www.soroptimistinternational.org. Existing 2009 subscriptions are unaffected, but new subscriptions will not be accepted. Look for further information and details in the coming months. 
 

 

