March 2010 Soroptimist Summary
Convention tours


 Explore the many sights of San Francisco, take a dinner cruise or visit wine country. For complete descriptions and to book your tours today click here. The deadline for pre and post-convention tours with an overnight stay is April 1. For all other convention information, visit the San Francisco convention page. 
  

Laurel Society event

All new Laurel Society members and those of long-standing who have contributed at least $250 over this biennium will receive an invitation to attend the Laurel Society event during convention. This exclusive event, which will have a ‘60s theme, will celebrate your contributions to Soroptimist and the work we do on behalf of women and girls. There’s still time to send your gift and ensure that your name is on the guest list!
Act Now!

On February 4, 2010, a group of U.S. legislators introduced the International Violence Against Women Act. To learn how you can support the passage of this landmark legislation, visit Act Now! on the Soroptimist website. 
Heartland Sweeteners

It all started with a chance meeting on a plane. A long-time Soroptimist member sat next to Heartland Sweeteners President Mike Servie, and by the end of the flight, Mike wanted to support the Soroptimist mission. Heartland Sweeteners, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, produces Ideal No Calorie Sweetener. The “sweet” new partnership includes a special Soroptimist discount coupon. For every coupon redeemed, SIA receives a $.25 royalty, which will be used to support programs that improve the lives of women and girls. 

Website facelift

When members suggested SIA improve the Membership Resources & Information section on our website, we listened! The same information is there, only rearranged in a more user-friendly format. Additionally, we added a “New Members” button that includes President Cathy’s welcome video and essential information for new Soroptimists, such as links to programs, Soroptimist 101, and a brief history of the organization. These resources will help your recruitment, retention and club-building efforts. Email Membership Director Nicole Simmons nicole@soroptimist.org with comment and suggestions.
New promotional cards

SIA worked with a professional advertising/marketing firm to create a series of promotional cards that clubs can use to raise awareness about Soroptimist and the work we do on behalf of women and girls. The full-color 5x7 cards feature compelling stories and entice readers to learn more about the organization by coming to the Soroptimist website. The cards are available for $20 (one pack includes 20 of each card, for a total of 120). Order the cards online from the Soroptimist Store (sales item #250).

Art contest winners

The votes are in and the winners of the second annual Live Your Dream Art Contest are now posted at http://www.liveyourdreamcampaign.org. Thank you to everyone who participated in this important contest that highlights the contributions and accomplishments of women! 

Spotlight on Staff

Dawn Walsh joined SIA in February 2007. As program manager, Dawn helps administer Soroptimist programs including the Women’s Opportunity Awards, Violet Richardson Award, Soroptimist Club Grants for Women and Girls, Ruby Award and Soroptimists Celebrating Success! She also manages the Disaster Fund, coordinates translations of program materials, and researches and writes white papers and model program kits. Dawn earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Oregon State University, another bachelor’s degree in women’s studies from the University of Montana, and a master’s degree in women’s history from Sarah Lawrence College in New York. Reach Dawn at: dawn@soroptimist.org.

TIS moves online 

The International Soroptimist is now available online. The first issue covers the Soroptimist experience at the Commission on the Status of Women. Be sure to read TIS in its new format to keep current with all the news from the international level of your organization.

Featured sales item 


Sign in style with an embossed pen! This new promotional sales item features the Soroptimist logo and includes a leather case. Order the pen online from the Soroptimist store (sales item #463).
