Convention Updates


 As SIA gears up for the 41st Biennial Convention in San Francisco, check out the fun had at conventions past. Also, click here to view the convention schedule and to start planning your trip. Registration will open in January.
 

Are you or someone you know interested in becoming a vendor on the exhibit floor in San Francisco? Please contact Eva Matyskiela, SIA meetings manager, for complete details.
 

Soroptimist is happy to announce a new Facebook page dedicated to the San Francisco convention! The page includes all of the most up-to-date information about the event, exciting contests, photos, videos and a chance to interact with other members planning to attend. Please visit the page today and become a fan so that you don't miss any of the exciting convention details!
Year-End Giving


Did you know that you can make a tax-free charitable distribution to Soroptimist if you are at least 70 ½ years of age? The IRA Rollover may provide you with the opportunity to make a donation to Soroptimist during your lifetime. Click here to learn more about this and other planned gifts that support the Soroptimist mission.
Blog Talk Radio


Be sure to check out SIA’s radio program on Blog Talk Radio. Each month, interesting guests are interviewed about a subject important to women. Past shows are archived and can be listened to at your convenience. The December 14 show featured a discussion about women and philanthropy, and included guests Deb McKinnon, Soroptimist and co-founder of the International Theos Foundation, and Andrea Pactor, associate director of the Women’s Philanthropy Institute.
View from Corporate Relations

Love/Avon Army of Women is excited to announce the launch of its newest program, the Health of Women Study (HOW). The online study is a new approach to research that may help discover how breast cancer starts and ways to prevent it. Members of Love/Avon Army of Women will receive a “Call-to-Action” email giving them the opportunity to sign up for this program. If you haven’t done so already, become a member of Love/Avon Army of Women and participate in the largest-ever study designed to help fight breast cancer. Check out the Partners Section on SIA's website for more information—it’s a unique way to be part of a life-saving mission in 2010.
Act Now

Some 60 million girls in developing countries have been married off against their will and as young as age 8. Child marriage puts these girls at greater risk of contracting HIV, experiencing domestic violence, living in extreme poverty, being denied an education, and dying in pregnancy or childbirth. Visit Act Now! on the SIA website for more information. Read SIA’s newest white paper, "Unhappily Ever After: A history of marriage and the plight of child and mail-order brides," and look for the feature article in the December/January/February issue of Best for Women, which will focus on this topic.

Program Updates

The deadline to join the lottery for the Project SIerra Study Tour is January 15. The trip to Sierra Leone is May 2-7, 2010. Please note that travel conditions and many services in Sierra Leone are basic and the trip will be physically demanding. The estimated cost for the trip is $1,300, excluding airfare to Sierra Leone. SIA has two spots available and will use the lottery to choose participants. Interested members should contact lori@soroptimist.org for additional information.
 

Are you receiving SIA’s trafficking news alerts? Each month, SIA sends a news alert highlighting the biggest news stories on human trafficking around the world. To be included on the list, email program@soroptimist.org.
0Soroptimists STOP Trafficking

Best of luck to all U.S. clubs that have Soroptimists STOP Trafficking events scheduled on January 11, the National Day for Human Trafficking Awareness. Since 2008, Soroptimists have used this day as a way to raise awareness of sex trafficking. Remember to report your club’s activities.

Spanish and Portuguese landing pages

Have you checked out the new Spanish and Portuguese landing pages on the SIA website? The new mini-websites enable clubs to provide prospective members with information, as well as direct Soroptimists to resources in their own language. Be sure to watch the new organizational videos in Spanish and Portuguese, available on these sites soon. The Spanish web address is: www.soroptimist.org/spanish.html. The Portuguese address is: www.soroptimist.org/portuguese.html. Spanish and Portuguese-speaking clubs are encouraged to include this web address on flyers, posters and other promotional materials they distribute in their communities. A site in Japanese will be available shortly.

Featured Sales Item

Medium gold “S” pin features “S” logo with rhinestone border. Makes a great gift during the holiday season!
