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The Violet Richardson Award program helps Soroptimist carve out an identity as an organization that reaches out to women of all ages. For Soroptimist to gain international recognition with the public, however, the word must get out at the community level through participation in this (and other) Soroptimist programs, and strong, consistent publicity efforts. This packet contains publicity materials that clubs can personalize with their own information to gain publicity for the Violet Richardson Award program within their communities. 
September
· Publicize availability of applications to local media, nearby schools and community organizations
· Send public service announcement (PSA) to local radio and/or television stations                                              
· Provide information about program on club website
November
· Send news release to local media, publicizing deadline for applications
December 
· Select local, prominent non-Soroptimists to serve on judging panel, such as members of the media, school officials, dignitaries or other leaders in the community
· Have radio and/or television stations stop running PSA
February
· Send news release to local media and winner's school publicizing award recipient and award ceremony 
· Feature award recipient on club website

March
· Hold award ceremony to honor recipient—award ceremony should coincide with Women's History Month (U.S. clubs only) or International Women's Day in March, and can also recognize club's Women's Opportunity Award and Making a Difference for Women Award recipients


Club members handling publicity for the program should take the time to learn about the program’s objectives and requirements to easily and quickly answer questions from applicants and the media. 
The program’s image-piece

The Violet Richardson Award brochure visually speaks to its target audience of young women. Its bold, bright colors and close-up shots of girls’ faces identify with this spirited and motivated group. 

The brochure serves as an “image piece” that clubs can proudly display and distribute. Brochures—available free to clubs—should always accompany award applications, news releases and other news items that publicize the program and clubs’ recipients. The brochure may possibly spark a feature story about the program on the news or in the papers. 
Clubs can order brochures when ordering applications by completing a Violet Richardson Award Application Order Form. 
Note: The award application and brochure must be customized with local club contact information. For best results, affix a typed label (size: 1" x 2.63") on the back panel of the application and brochure. 


What materials are available to help clubs publicize the Violet Richardson Award?

This packet contains sample fact sheet, news release and pitch letter that clubs can customize with local contact information to help spread the word about the Violet Richardson Award program in their local communities.  

When should clubs publicize the Violet Richardson Award program?

Clubs can publicize the Violet Richardson Award program several times throughout the year. Start publicizing the program in September by sending a news release about the availability of applications to the local media, nearby schools and community organizations, as well as sending public service announcements to local radio and/or television stations. If the club has a website, post information about the program on the website. 

In November, clubs should send a news release to the local media publicizing the application deadline. Once the club picks a winner, it should send a news release to the local media and to the winner's school to publicize the award recipient and the award ceremony. 

How can clubs increase their chances of receiving publicity for the Violet Richardson Award program?

To maximize media exposure, clubs should hold a special event that coincides with International Women’s Day, March 8 (March is also Women’s History Month in the U.S.) to honor their award recipient. Make it a more prestigious event by also recognizing the club's Women's Opportunity Award and Making a Difference for Women Award recipients at the same. Invite local dignitaries to participate in the awards gala. Note: March 8 is also the day that SIA honor women through its Live Your Dream campaign, which can easily be incorporated into the awards event.  

What materials should be included when publicizing the Violet Richardson Award?

In addition to sending a news release about the program, clubs should include a copy of the Violet Richardson Award brochure. Send the brochure both when publicizing the availability of applications and when announcing the award recipient. The brochure is an image piece that provides information about the program. With bold, bright colors and close-up shots of girls' faces, it visually speaks to its target audience of young women. The inclusion of the brochure could possibly spark a feature story about the program in the media. 

Clubs should also include a Violet Richardson Award fact sheet. A fact sheet that clubs can customize is located in this packet. The fact sheet gives useful information about the program. Be sure to include a close-up or professional picture of the award recipient. 

How can clubs get help with their Violet Richardson Award publicity efforts?

Clubs can contact Public Relations Specialist Kamali Brooks at kamali@soroptimist.org or 215-893-9000 x130.
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Project Summary
Anytown Soroptimists participate in Soroptimist’s Violet Richardson Award program, which was created in 2000 as a way to recognize girls for their volunteer service to their communities. The program honors young women between the ages of 14 and 17 whose volunteer efforts include helping other disadvantaged girls; fighting drugs, crime and violence; cleaning up the environment; and working to end discrimination and poverty. Volunteer actions that benefit women and girls are particularly valued.
The program is named after Violet Richardson Ward, the first president of the first Soroptimist club in 1921. Violet was committed to creating opportunities for girls and young women through her affiliations with Soroptimist, the Girl Scout Council and the American Association of University Women. Her passion for community service, particularly as it affected women and girls, has been an inspiration to Soroptimists throughout the years.
Award Levels
The Violet Richardson Award program begins at the local Soroptimist club level, where the type of award varies. Soroptimist International of Anytown presents a $500 award to winners. Club-level winners then become eligible for one of 28 $1,000 awards. In addition, $1,000 will be contributed in honor of these winners to their volunteer organizations. One finalist will be chosen from among the 28 winners for an additional award, including a contribution of $2,500 to the finalist’s volunteer organization. 

Applications
Applications are available at Gateway Regional High School, Lakehurst Middle School, Anytown Post Office, Johnson Public Library and Anytown City Hall, or by contacting Rebecca Sanchez, Violet Richardson Award chair, at (215) 555-0102. Applications are due December 1. 

Funding

Soroptimist International of Anytown raises funds for the Violet Richardson Award by charging a nominal fee for women’s health screenings at a club-sponsored booth during the annual Stevens Community College Health Expo.

Soroptimist International of Anytown

Soroptimist International of Anytown is a volunteer organization for business and professional women that works to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Founded in 1987, the Anytown club is part of Soroptimist International of the Americas. Anytown members join with almost 100,000 Soroptimists in about 120 countries and territories to contribute time and financial support to community-based projects benefiting women. The Anytown club helps women recovering from drug and alcohol abuse by providing services through the Soroptimist Recovery Home. In addition, the club participates in Soroptimist International of the Americas’ major service project, the Women’s Opportunity Awards program, which provides women who serve as the primary wage earners for their families with the financial resources to offset costs associated with their efforts to attain higher education or additional skills and training.



ANYTOWN SOROPTIMISTS SEEK APPLICANTS FOR PROGRAM HONORING YOUNG WOMEN'S VOLUNTEER ACTION
Date
Contact: Insert Name

Home: (555) 555-5555

Work:  (555) 555-5555

Email:

CITY, State—On September 1, Soroptimist International of Anytown, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women, will begin seeking applicants for its recognition program targeted to young women who make the community and world a better place. The Violet Richardson Award honors young women, between the ages of 14 and 17, for volunteer action such as fighting drugs, crime and violence; cleaning up the environment; and working to end discrimination and poverty.

“As a volunteer service organization for business and professional women, Soroptimist believes that by acknowledging young women’s volunteer involvement now, they will grow up to be vital, active members of the community,” said Marie 0lsen, president of the Anytown club.
The Violet Richardson Award program begins at the local Soroptimist club level, where the type of award varies (Soroptimist International of Anytown presents a $500 award to winners). Club-level winners then become eligible for one of 28 $1,000 awards. In addition, at this level, $1,000 will be contributed in honor of the winners to their volunteer organizations. One finalist will be chosen from among the 28 winners for an additional award, including a contribution of $2,500 to the finalist’s volunteer organization.
Applications for the award program are available at Gateway Regional High School, Lakehurst Middle School, Anytown Post Office, Johnson Public Library and Anytown City Hall, or by contacting Rebecca Sanchez at (215) 555-0102. Applications must be returned to Soroptimist International of Anytown by December 1.

The award program is named after Violet Richardson, the president of the first Soroptimist club in 1921. Richardson believed in personal responsibility and the motto, “It’s what you do that counts.” She lived her life accordingly, as an active member in her community who was committed to creating opportunities for girls and young women. Soroptimist established this award to honor the memory of this unique woman and her dedication to volunteer action.
Founded in 1987, Soroptimist International of Anytown is part of Soroptimist International of the Americas.  Its mission is to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Anytown members join with almost 95,000 Soroptimists in about 120 countries and territories worldwide to contribute time and financial support to community-based projects benefiting women. The Anytown club helps women recovering from drug and alcohol abuse by providing services through the Soroptimist Recovery Home. In addition, the club participates in Soroptimist International of the Americas’ major service project, the Women’s Opportunity Awards program—cash grants for women seeking to improve their economic situation through additional training and/or education. For more information about how Soroptimist International of

Anytown improves the lives of women and girls, call Olsen at (215) 555-0102.
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SOROPTIMISTS TO HONOR YOUNG WOMEN FOR VOLUNTEER ACTION
Ceremony will be held on March 8, International Women's Day

Date

Contact: Insert Name

Home: (555) 555-5555

Work:  (555) 555-5555

Email:

CITY, State—Soroptimist International of Anytown will present Jess McFeeley with its Violet

Richardson Award, which honors young women for volunteer action, on March 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the Anytown

Ramada Inn. McFeeley, a 16-year-old Gateway Regional High School sophomore, will receive a $500 cash award at the awards ceremony—held on March 8 to coincide with International Women’s Day, which celebrates the contributions of women to society.

McFeeley is an active volunteer with Gateway’s teen pregnancy prevention after-school program. She

successfully lobbied her school board to get the program integrated into the health education curriculum. In

addition, McFeeley has run many in-school fund raisers to keep the program strong, publicized the program’s

activities on hallway bulletin boards, and writes a “Be Safe” column in her monthly school newspaper.

McFeeley will now advance to the Soroptimist Any Region level, where a $1,000 Violet Richardson

Award recipient will be selected. At that level, an additional $1,000 will be contributed in honor of the recipient to her volunteer organization. The program culminates with a $2,500 award to the finalist’s volunteer organization.

Founded in 1987, Soroptimist International of Anytown is part of Soroptimist International of the

Americas, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women who work to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Anytown members join with almost 95,000 Soroptimists in about 120 countries and territories to contribute time and financial support to community-based projects benefiting women. The Anytown club helps women recovering from drug and alcohol abuse by providing services through the Soroptimist Recovery Home. In addition, the club participates in Soroptimist International of the Americas’ major service project, the Women’s Opportunity Awards program—cash grants for women seeking to improve their economic situation through additional training and/or education. For more information about how Soroptimist International of Anytown improves the lives of women and girls, contact club president Marie Olsen at (215) 555-0102.

###



 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 







XXX XXX XXXX  phone 


XXX XXX XXXX  fax 


xxxxx@xxxxxxx.org  e-mail 


www.xxxx.org  url





			





Soroptimist International �of Club Name�Street Address


City, State Zip Code


Country  


			





Soroptimist International �of the Americas�1709 Spruce Street


Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103





PHONE (215) 893-9000


FAX (215) 893-5200


E-MAIL siahq@soroptimist.org �URL www.soroptimist.org  


			





215 893 9000  phone 


215 893 5200  fax 


siahq@soroptimist.org  e-mail 


www.soroptimist.org  url





			








Publicity Materials: Violet Richardson Award 











FACT SHEET:  Violet Richardson Award 











Soroptimist International �of Club Name�Street Address


City, State, Zip Code


Country 


			





XXX XXX XXXX  phone 


XXX XXX XXXX  fax 


xxxxx@xxxxxx.org  e-mail 


www.xxxxxxx.org  url





			








NEWS RELEASE: Anytown Soroptimists' Violet Richardson Award Applications











Soroptimist International �of Club Name�Street Address


City, State, Zip Code


Country 


			





XXX XXX XXXX  phone 


XXX XXX XXXX  fax 


xxxxx@xxxxxx.org  e-mail 


www.xxxxxxx.org  url





			





Frequently Asked Questions





NEWS RELEASE: Anytown Soroptimists' Violet Richardson Award Ceremony











Improving the lives


of women and girls, 


in local communities 


and throughout 


the world.





Soroptimist International


of Club Name


Street Address 


City, State Zip Code


Country








xxx xxx xxxx  PHONE 


xxx xxx xxxx  FAX 


xxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxx.org  E-MAIL


 








www.xxxxxxx.org  URL





Date





Klara Fries, Editor


Anytown Press


453 Maple Avenue


Anytown, Anystate 15235





Dear Ms. Fries:





A teen’s life is busy: dealing with the pressures of “growing up,” going to school, devoting many hours to homework, and often working a part-time job. Despite these demands, young women in Anytown are setting time aside for volunteering—to make a difference in their community. One such inspiring volunteer is Jess McFeeley. Just 16 years old, she has worked hard to change the lives of many of her young peers.





Jess is an active volunteer with the teen pregnancy prevention program at her high school. She has successfully run many in-school fundraisers to keep the program strong and has publicized the program's activities on hallway bulletin boards. She also writes a “Be Safe” column in her monthly school newspaper. With many of her teachers’ support, Jess proposed to the school board to integrate this after-school program into the high school’s health education curriculum.





Jess was successful in her efforts, and for her dedication and perseverance, Anytown Soroptimists recently awarded her with the Violet Richardson Award. The program recognizes young women who make the community and world a better place through volunteer efforts such as fighting drugs, crime and violence; cleaning up the environment; and working to end discrimination and poverty. Volunteer actions that benefit women and girls are particularly valued, and that is why Jess was the perfect candidate for this award.





Soroptimist International of Anytown is one of about 1,500 clubs that make up Soroptimist International of the Americas, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women whose mission is to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. 





Jess was chosen as the award recipient from among 25 applicants. She will now advance to the Soroptimist Any Region award level, to compete for a $1,000 award, which will be matched with a $1,000 contribution to the recipient’s volunteer organization. Should she be recognized at that level, Jess will then be considered for the finalist award, which is a $2,500 contribution to the recipient’s volunteer organization.





Jess McFeeley has been lauded by her schoolmates, teachers and family alike for her many contributions to our community. These days we often hear negative stories about young people. I think readers of the Anytown Press would find Jess’ story to be a refreshing change of pace. I’ll follow up with you shortly to determine your interest in this story. Thank you for your time and consideration.





Sincerely,














Terri Schmitt, Public Relations Chair


Soroptimist International of Anytown
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