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Worldwide, millions of women and girls live in sexual slavery. Although this topic is gaining awareness, many still assume it exists far from home. The truth is: sexual slavery occurs in every country around the world. To shed light on this problem, Soroptimist is launching a new project for clubs and members to raise awareness of sexual slavery. The project is called Soroptimists STOP Trafficking and launches on December 2, 2007—the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. This publicity packet provides clubs with the resources to generate publicity and awareness of the issue of sexual trafficking.

Publicizing the Program

When it comes to publicizing Soroptimist’s new trafficking project, club members should know everything about the program to be able to easily and quickly answer questions from interested people and the media. This packet contains materials that clubs can adapt with their own information to gain publicity for the program within the community. Included are:

· News release
· Fact sheet 
· Op-ed piece
· Talking points
(Other trafficking resources clubs can use include: speech, white paper, and frequently asked questions—all accessible from the trafficking section of the Soroptimist website at www.soroptimist.org.)

The New Face of Slavery cards

As stated in the club instructions, the goal of the Soroptimists STOP Trafficking project is to raise awareness in the general population about trafficking and sexual slavery. Soroptimist selected an awareness-raising project because a necessary first step in ending the problem is making sure everyone knows it exists. Once enough people are aware of the problem, they can work together to put a stop to it. The more the public insists that governments take action to end this international crime, the more progress will be made.

To do that, Soroptimist created a card called “The New Face of Slavery” that provides information to the public about the sexual trafficking of women and girls. The information is provided in a simple and powerful way that will hopefully encourage readers to join the fight against the sexual trafficking of women. The card has been adapted and translated for each of the SIA languages. The printed piece will also work to drive people to the Soroptimist website to learn more about slavery and sexual trafficking, and what individuals can do to put an end to this international problem. Distributing the cards is a great way to raise awareness, but to be truly successful, clubs must seek the media’s attention to help spread the word about sexual trafficking. 

Clubs should distribute the cards in various locations throughout their communities. Ideal spots include any place where people might be sitting and waiting. The goal is to get the cards into the hands of people who have a moment to read and reflect on the content. For example: 

· Social Service agencies

· Doctor’s offices

· Hospitals 

· Workplaces 

· Businesses

· Libraries

· Universities

· Transportation centers

· Police stations

· Domestic violence shelters

Please note that clubs can and should distribute cards at any time throughout the year. However, the December 2 date should be used when trying to obtain media coverage. To increase the likelihood that the media will cover this project, plan a special event on December 2 that draws attention to trafficking, or send in the op-ed included in this packet.  

The following information is a list of the resources included in this packet and how clubs should use them to help raise awareness of the sexual trafficking of women and girls. (Note: clubs should consider sending a kit to the media that includes the news release, fact sheet, and trafficking card.) 

Using the news release

Clubs can use the news release to announce a newsworthy topic or event to the media. The goal is to get the media to write an article based on the news release. Clubs can customize the news release in this packet and send it to their local newspapers. 

Fact sheet

What attracts media to a story is that it can reach a wide audience. A fact sheet can provide information and statistics on a topic that that media can use to write a better-rounded story. Fact sheets can also help establish clubs as an authority on a particular topic. The fact sheet in this packet provides facts and statistics about trafficking worldwide. Clubs should also include some local statistics if possible. 

Op-ed Piece

An op-ed (opinion editorial) is an opinion piece written by the reader of a newspaper, magazine, or other source, on a topic relevant to the publication’s audience. Clubs should customize and send the op-ed piece included in this packet to their local newspapers near the December or January dates. 

Talking points

When it comes to publicizing the Soroptimists STOP Trafficking project, club members should be able to answer questions from the public and the media quickly and easily. The talking points section of this packet provides some potential questions the media could ask about the project, as well as ways to answer those questions. 

Using the Soroptimist website

Don’t forget to direct people to the trafficking section of Soroptimist’s website (accessible from the homepage) at www.soroptimist.org. The website provides an abundance of information about sexual trafficking and what individuals can do to stop it. These materials can be used by members and non-members alike. The following materials are available from Soroptimist’s website:
· Sexual Trafficking White Paper (English): This lengthy research paper includes detailed information about sexual trafficking and slavery. This is a good first reference for someone who knows little about the problem. The white paper addresses the supply, suppliers, the methods used, the demand side of trafficking, the effects of trafficking, and what needs to be done to combat trafficking.

· Sexual Trafficking Frequently Asked Questions (English, Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese, Korean and Chinese): This is a shorter and more concise document than the white paper but provides similar information. This FAQ answers pertinent questions about trafficking including: Who traffics women and girls? How are women trafficked? Who purchases trafficked women and girls? And, what is the impact of sexual trafficking?

· What I Can Do to Stop Sexual Trafficking (English, Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese, Korean and Chinese). The goal of Soroptimists STOP Trafficking is to raise awareness about sexual trafficking and also encourage people to work to end it. This section provides suggestions about what individuals can do including: learning more by signing up for email news alerts and researching the issue in local communities; educating others by sharing the information on the Soroptimist website; supporting groups, like Soroptimist, that are working to empower women and end sexual slavery; and advocating for stronger laws and enforcement.

· Speeches (English, Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese, Korean, and Chinese): Soroptimist provides speeches to help members spread the news about trafficking. 

For more information

Questions about the Soroptimists STOP Trafficking project can be directed to Soroptimist headquarters: 

1709 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Phone: (215) 893-9000

Fax: (215) 893-5200

E-mail: siahq@soroptimist.org
Web: www.soroptimist.org
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SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF [CLUB NAME] AIMS TO STOP TRAFFICKING  

Women’s organization to distribute information about sexual trafficking and slavery

Date

Contact: Name

        Phone number, email address

Your City, Your Town—STOP is what Anytown-based Soroptimists say to trafficking. The club is a part of Soroptimist International of the Americas, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women that recently launched an awareness campaign called Soroptimists STOP Trafficking to shed light on this horrible global problem. 

Soroptimist, whose mission is to improve the lives of women and girls, launched the campaign on December 2, 2007—the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. Sexual trafficking is the movement of people, within national or across international borders, for the purposes of prostitution or other forms of commercial sexual exploitation. To raise awareness of this issue, Anytown members will distribute printed cards, entitled “The New Face of Slavery,” in public places that contain information about the sexual trafficking of women and girls. 

“It’s a misconception that trafficking only occurs in far away countries. It occurs everywhere, even in our own backyards,” said [ANYTOWN CLUB PRESIDENT JANET SMITH]. “We want the public to become aware of its depth, and to be able to recognize a woman or girl—perhaps a neighbor—who may need help getting out of a dire situation.”

Approximately 75 percent of all human trafficking victims are trafficked for sexual exploitation. Each year, between 800,000 and 900,000 people are trafficked across international borders—80 percent of whom are women and children. [INCLUDE COUNTRY AND LOCAL TRAFFICKING STATISTICS, IF AVAILABLE, IN THIS PARAGRAPH.]

Soroptimist undertakes a number of projects that directly and indirectly help potential trafficking victims by providing direct aid to women and girls and giving women economic tools and skills to achieve financial empowerment and independence. The Women’s Opportunity Awards program, Soroptimist’s major project, provides head-of-household women with the resources they need to improve their education, skills and employment prospects. By helping women to receive skill and resource training, Soroptimist provides them with economic alternatives to sex trafficking and prostitution. 

Another program, Soroptimist’s Club Grants for Women and Girls, assists clubs with community projects that improve the lives of women and girls. Each year, grants are given to clubs working on projects that help foster economic independence, provide job skills training and education, and provide women with the resources necessary to move themselves and their families out of poverty. Projects of this type give women economic alternatives to migratory work and keep them out of the hands of traffickers.

Soroptimist’s website www.soroptimist.org contains a plethora of information, including a detailed white paper, about sexual trafficking and what individuals can do to stop it. 

Soroptimist International of Anytown is part of Soroptimist International of the Americas. Headquartered in Philadelphia, Pa., Soroptimist is a cause-related philanthropic federation of clubs improving the lives of women and girls through social and economic empowerment. With 37,000 members in 19 countries and territories, its major program, the Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards, provides cash grants for women seeking to improve their lives with the help of additional education and training. The organization also sponsors the Live Your Dream Campaign in recognition of the power of women and their dreams. Visit the Campaign’s online home at www.LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. See www.Soroptimist.org for more information. 
###
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(Clubs should send op-ed on club letterhead.)

December 2 is the United Nation’s International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. In every country throughout the world—including [ENTER COUNTRY NAME]—women and girls are trafficked and enslaved for sex. They are someone’s mother, daughter, sister, friend—hidden behind locked doors and pulled shades, forced against their will to engage in sex acts with dozens of men a day. 

Sex trafficking—the transport of women and children within and across national borders for the purposes of sexual exploitation—is a  $32 billion dollar annual industry. Right here in [NAME OF COUNTRY] an estimated [NUMBER] victims of human trafficking are brought in each year, most of them women and girls trafficked for sex. As an international organization of business and professional women working to improve the lives of women and girls, Soroptimist helps women and girls escape poverty, abuse and violence. The issue of trafficking is addressed through our Soroptimists STOP Trafficking project, which seeks to create awareness about this international problem while encouraging local communities such as ours to mobilize for the protection of these women and girls. 

One aspect of this problem that receives relatively little attention is the “consumers” (predominately men) of this illegal and dangerous industry. They remain faceless and nameless, and often go unpunished for their role in an industry that is violent and degrading to women. 

Just as trafficking victims may come from any number of backgrounds, the men who create demand for trafficking victims and support the commercial sex industry are equally diverse. They are both rich and poor, single and married, and from Eastern countries and Western lands. All of them, however, share a common mentality—that women and girls have little or no value and can be bought and sold like cattle. 

How can the demand for sex trafficking be reduced? The approach is twofold. First, we believe it is critical to work to change men’s attitudes about the value of women and girls in society, and about the dangers of sex trafficking. Women and girls who work in the commercial sex industry experience physical and emotional degradation. They are modern-day slaves with no control over their bodies or their lives. Furthermore, sex trafficking has far-reaching negative effects on communities by removing women and girls from their families, fueling organized crime, and burdening public health systems.  It also undermines government authority, encourages widespread corruption and threatens the security of vulnerable populations, such as poor women and ethnic minorities. 

Second, we call upon law enforcement officials and local, national and international governments to enforce stricter punishments for the men who support sex trafficking and the commercial sex trade. Too often, these men get off with little more than a slap on the wrist and are rarely held accountable for their actions. In fact, women who are trafficked often receive harsher punishments than the men who purchase them for sex. 

There can be no real progress toward ending the sexual trafficking of women and girls unless men are actively participating in eradicating sex trafficking, and law enforcement officials and governments send out a stern message to men caught participating in the commercial sex industry. There can be no real progress until communities take it upon themselves to educate men and boys about the negative impact of trafficking upon women and girls, and work to change negative social and cultural attitudes about the status of women and girls. Soroptimist believes it is possible to effect positive change, and that by calling attention to sex trafficking and the demand-side of this epidemic, we can make a difference for women and girls caught in its clutches. 

Name of club representative

Email address

www.soroptimist.org 
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Contact: Soroptimist International of Anytown

Insert Name

Home: (555) 555-5555

Work: (555) 555-5555

Email:

Project Summary
Soroptimist launched its trafficking awareness project, called Soroptimists STOP Trafficking on December 2—the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. The purpose of Soroptimist STOP Trafficking is to raise awareness about trafficking and sexual slavery, as well as generate publicity about Soroptimist’s role in working to end sexual trafficking. 

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery 

December 2 is the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, a United Nation’s designated day to raise awareness about modern day slavery, including sexual trafficking. Soroptimists use this internationally designated day as an opportunity to raise awareness that the trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation is flourishing in small towns and big cities everywhere despite centuries of struggle for international human rights and freedoms. For more information about the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, visit: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/slavery. 

Statistics

Worldwide:

· Human rights groups estimate that anywhere from 12.3 to 27 million people are currently living as slaves.

· The UN estimates the total market value of exploitation of humans to be $32 billion, and about $10 billion from the initial sale of individuals. 

· Each year, between 800,000 and 900,000 people are trafficked across international borders.

· 75 percent of those trafficked are trafficked into the commercial sex industry.

· 80 percent of trafficking victims are women and children trafficked for sexual exploitation

Local:

· [CLUBS SHOULD ADD LOCAL STATISTICS HERE, IF AVAILABLE.]

· [CLUBS SHOULD ADD LOCAL STATISTICS HERE, IF AVAILABLE.]

· [CLUBS SHOULD ADD LOCAL STATISTICS HERE, IF AVAILABLE.]

Soroptimist Website

The Soroptimist website at www.soroptimist.org provides an abundance of information about sexual trafficking and what individuals can do to stop it. Information includes a white paper on sexual trafficking, frequently asked questions, and a document called “What I Can Do to Stop Sexual Slavery.”

Soroptimist International of Anytown

Soroptimist International of Anytown is part of Soroptimist International of the Americas. Headquartered in Philadelphia, Pa., Soroptimist is a cause-related philanthropic federation of clubs improving the lives of women and girls through social and economic empowerment. With 37,000 members in 19 countries and territories, its major program, the Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards, provides cash grants for women seeking to improve their lives with the help of additional education and training. The organization also sponsors the Live Your Dream Campaign in recognition of the power of women and their dreams. Visit the Campaign’s online home at www.LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. See www.Soroptimist.org for more information. 
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When participating in the Soroptimists STOP Trafficking project, club members should know everything about the project to answer questions from the public and the media quickly and easily. Here are some potential questions the media could ask about the Soroptimist STOP Trafficking project, as well as answers to those questions: 

What is sexual trafficking?

Sexual trafficking is a worldwide epidemic. It is the movement of people for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation, which includes pornography and prostitution.

How many women are trafficked? 

Each year, between 800,000 and 900,000 people are trafficked across international borders—80 percent of whom are women and children. [Clubs should add specific information about the number of women trafficked in and out of their own country.] Once trafficked from place to place, women then live as sexual slaves. Millions of women currently live in slavery.

Where are women trafficked?

Women are trafficked everywhere—in every country around the world. It can occur within a country or it can cross international borders. The purpose of Soroptimists STOP Trafficking is to shed light on the fact that sexual trafficking is more prevalent than most people realize. 

How does sexual trafficking affect women?

Sexual trafficking affects women in many ways. Victims are often lured from their homes under the notion that they will receive legitimate work as shop assistants or waitresses. Others are promised marriage, education opportunities, and a better life. In societies where women and girls lack opportunity and are not valued, these prospects seem quite appealing. Once taken from home these women are stripped of their passports and identities, and are often taken through multiple countries, becoming disoriented and confused along the way. It is fear that keeps victims dependent on their traffickers. Victims are often kept in captivity and are trapped into dept bondage, where they are obligated to pay back large recruitment and transportation fees before being released by their traffickers. If released, these women often have nowhere to turn but to a life on the streets. They are left alone, stricken with psychological damage and perhaps an unwanted pregnancy or sexually transmitted disease. 

What is the purpose of the Soroptimist STOP Trafficking project?

The purpose of the project is to raise awareness in the general public about trafficking and sexual slavery. Soroptimist felt that in order to end the problem, everyone must first know it exists. Once people are aware of trafficking and sexual slavery, everyone can work together to help stop it. The more the public insists that governments take action to end this international crime, the more progress will be made.  

What is the significance of December 2? 

December 2 is the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, a United Nation’s designated day to raise awareness about modern day slavery, which includes sexual trafficking. Soroptimists use this internationally designated day as an opportunity to raise awareness that the trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation is flourishing in small towns and big cities everywhere despite centuries of struggle for international human rights and freedoms.

What other ways do Soroptimists work to help women in need? 

As an organization of business and professional women working to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world, Soroptimist undertakes a number of projects that directly and indirectly help potential trafficking victims by providing direct aid to women and girls and giving women economic tools and skills to achieve financial empowerment and independence. The Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards program, for example, helps women by giving them the resources they need to improve their education, skills, and employment prospects. By helping women receive skill and resource training, Soroptimist provides women with economic alternatives to sex trafficking and prostitution.
Another program, the Soroptimist Club Grants for Women and Girls, assists clubs with community projects that improve the lives of women and girls. Each year, grants are given to clubs working on projects that help foster economic independence, provide job skills training and education, and provide women with the resources necessary to move themselves and their families out of poverty. Projects of this type give women economic alternatives to migratory work and keep them out of the hands of traffickers. 

The Ruby Award: For Women Helping Women program honors women who work to improve the lives of women and girls. One recipient, Kathryn Xian, led a grassroots campaign against a local tour company offering Asian sex tours in 2004. She also testified at a State House of Representatives hearing on trafficking. The hearings resulted in the passage of Act 82, which makes “promoting travel for prostitution” a Class C felony violation. Act 82 now serves as model legislation for other states. 

Soroptimist Disaster Grants for Women and Girls provides financial assistance to regions affected by natural disasters or acts of war, with special attention paid to services benefiting women and girls. Women and girls affected by disasters are often most vulnerable to traffickers. 

The Soroptimist website at www.soroptimist.org dedicates a whole section to the issue of trafficking and ways the public can help stop it. There is a Sexual Trafficking White Paper that includes detailed information about sexual trafficking and slavery; a Sexual Trafficking Frequently Asked Questions document that raises and answers pertinent questions; and a document on what the public can do to spread awareness of this issue.  

Soroptimist International of Anytown is part of Soroptimist International of the Americas. Headquartered in Philadelphia, Pa., Soroptimist is a cause-related philanthropic federation of clubs improving the lives of women and girls through social and economic empowerment. With 37,000 members in 19 countries and territories, its major program, the Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards, provides cash grants for women seeking to improve their lives with the help of additional education and training. The organization also sponsors the Live Your Dream Campaign in recognition of the power of women and their dreams. Visit the Campaign’s online home at www.LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. See www.Soroptimist.org for more information. 
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