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Soroptimist Disaster Grants for Women and Girls target the special needs of women and girls during natural and man-made disasters. Women and girls are particularly vulnerable during disasters and lack access to resources. They also have special abilities to respond to disasters, which is often overlooked. Soroptimist's disaster grant program mitigates the barriers facing women and girls during disasters. In addition, the program honors the commitments made by the United Nations in the Beijing Platform for Action and the Outcome Statement of the 46th Session on the Commission on the Status of Women. Soroptimist gives funds to local clubs for use in communities needing disaster relief. Funds are pooled from voluntary contributions sent in from Soroptimist members throughout the world.
Upon receiving a Disaster Grant and using it toward a recovery project, Soroptimist clubs should publicize their actions to the local media. In the wake of a disaster or immediately following, various media outlets often seek stories related to the disaster, such as donation collection drives, recovery initiatives, local organizations’ assistance, government actions, etc. Relief efforts are newsworthy because they impact disaster victims; are timely and relevant to the disaster; and inform people not affected by the disaster about how they can help.
While this excellent opportunity for publicity awaits you, it must be approached carefully. Soroptimist clubs don’t want the media and local people in the community to perceive their generous efforts as self-serving. The attached sample news release and pitch letter will help clubs publicize their Disaster Grant project. If you have any questions regarding public relations, contact the communications department at SIA headquarters at (215) 893-9000 or siahq@soroptimist.org. 

Publicity During the Disaster

During the disaster, it’s best to make brief contact with the media through a news release, just to alert them of what action your club is taking. As always, provide a contact name at the top of the release, so reporters can follow-up with you for more information. In the news release, announce how your club is responding to a natural disaster or act of war through the Disaster Grant for Women and Girls or community grant you received (see sample news release). Keep the news release fact-based, focused and succinct by writing:

· What type of recovery project the club is undertaking

· How much money is going toward that project

· How the recovery project will impact disaster victims

· What other organizations are assisting with the effort, if applicable

· How people can get in touch with the club if they’d like to support the club’s efforts (either monetarily, volunteer-wise, or both)

· That the Disaster Grant for Women and Girls was provided by Soroptimist International of the Americas
Publicity After the Disaster
Once the effect of the disaster has subsided, the club can contact media outlets with a more direct appeal for

publicity. By writing a pitch letter to local media, the club can talk about the results of its relief efforts—an angle that local newspapers and television stations frequently seek. The pitch letter should convey the same information as noted above, except in the style of a story (see sample pitch letter). Try to “sell” the media person reading the pitch letter on:

· How the club pulled together to provide assistance to disaster victims

· Unique experiences that occurred during the recovery project (for instance, maybe a member had to spoon-feed several hungry infants or help other local people cook meals at a recovery shelter)

· How the Disaster Grant for Women and Girls helped x-number of people

· How the club is helping disaster victims even after recovery efforts have been in place for a long time

· Any follow-up efforts that the club will undertake



ANYTOWN SOROPTIMISTS HELP HURRICANE ROSE VICTIMS WITH $5,OOO IN SUPPLIES AND AID
Date

Contact: Insert Name

Home: (555) 555-5555

Work:  (555) 555-5555

Email:

CITY, State—At the height of Hurricane Rose, members of Soroptimist International of Anytown will meet the needs of women by delivering new undergarments, feminine hygiene products and other personal supplies to the Johnson Sports Arena, where a temporary relief center has been established. Soroptimists will also set up a booth with baby food, supplies and small toys so storm victims can take care of and occupy their small children.

The local Soroptimists purchased the items with a $5,000 Soroptimist Disaster Grant for Women and Girls, provided by Soroptimist International of the Americas, headquartered in Philadelphia, Pa. Soroptimist is an international volunteer organization for business and professional women dedicated to improving the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Members also secured donated products from several department and grocery stores in neighboring communities.

“When we carried in boxes of care items for mothers and other women staying at the arena, many of them told us how in the scurry of getting things together for their families, they didn’t even think about themselves,” said Soroptimist club president Marie Lacey. “We knew we had helped them just by seeing their smiles of relief.”

The Anytown Soroptimist club is also working closely with the Anytown Chapter of the Red Cross and the Anytown Emergency Services Squad to fill prescriptions for hurricane victims requiring medication. People who wish to donate funds, supplies or their time to Soroptimist’s relief efforts should contact Lacey at (215) 555-1234.

Soroptimist International of Anytown joins Soroptimists in more than 120 countries and territories worldwide offering programs that improve the lives of women through three distinct platforms: economic empowerment, elimination of violence, and gender equality. Its major program, the Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards, provides cash grants for women seeking to improve their lives with the help of additional education and training. Each year, more than $1.5 million is disbursed to deserving women through this award-winning program. Soroptimist, a 501(c)(3) organization that relies on charitable donations to support its programs, also sponsors the Live Your Dream campaign in recognition of the power of women and their dreams. Visit the campaign’s online home at: www.LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. For more information on Soroptimist, or to make a donation to the Soroptimist Disaster Grants for Women and Girls, visit www.Soroptimist.org.  
###


Date
Klara Fries, Editor

Anytown Press
453 Maple Avenue

Anytown, Anystate 10555

Dear Ms. Fries:

While hurricane Rose has come and gone, Soroptimist International of Anytown continues to help women whose lives were swept away by this forceful act of nature. Soroptimist has been providing essential needs—new undergarments, feminine hygiene products and personal supplies—to women left homeless by the damaging wind and rain.

At the height of Hurricane Rose, the Soroptimist club delivered these care items to the Johnson Sports Arena, where families retreated for temporary shelter. Soroptimists also set up a booth with baby food, supplies and small toys so storm victims could take care of and occupy their small children.

Soroptimists purchased all of the products with a $5,000 Soroptimist Disaster Grant for Women and Girls, provided by Soroptimist International of the Americas, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women whose mission is to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Members also secured donations from several department and grocery stores in neighboring communities.

Soroptimist members continue to provide relief by staffing a women’s care booth at the Riggs Library on the weekends, where women can pick up baskets filled with essential care products, and mothers with infants can receive bundles of diapers donated by the local Shop Mart.

These efforts have resulted in many heartwarming stories as our local residents have gone about the overwhelming job of rebuilding their lives. I hope we can share some of these stories with your readers. Although it will take a long time to forget this terrible disaster, I think people would like to hear about the continuing progress of our local residents.
I will contact you early next week to ascertain your interest in covering a story. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me for more information. Thank you for your time. I look forward to speaking with you next week.

Sincerely,

Terri Schmitt, Public Relations Chair

Soroptimist International of Anytown
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NEWS RELEASE: Soroptimists deliver disaster relief
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