
 

 

Welcome to San Francisco and my home state of California! 

The SIA Board of Directors, Immediate Past President (and SI 
President Elect) Alice Wells, Headquarters staff and I are so 
excited that you have come to Soroptimist International of the 
Americas’ 41st Biennial Convention.  From the Friendship Din-
ner on Wednesday to the Closing General Session on Saturday, 
there will be many opportunities for you to meet Soroptimist 
friends from around the world, learn about important issues fac-
ing women and girls, and experience the magic of San Francisco. 
If this is your very first SIA Convention, you will find the next few 
days to be very memorable. 

I would like to extend a special welcome to SI President Hanne 
Jensbo, federation presidents Jackie Mosedale (SI Great Britain 
and Ireland), Yvonne Simpson (SI South West Pacific) and 
President Elect Kathy Kaaf (SI Europe).  This is their first SIA 
Convention, and I know they can’t wait to experience the friendly 
hospitality for which we are known. Don’t be shy—please say hello 
to them and the other guests visiting from outside our federation. 

Thank you for enriching your Soroptimist experience by attending Convention, and for your per-
sonal efforts to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the 
world. 

Welcome! 

Cathy Standiford 

2009-2010 SIA President 

Welcome to San Francisco 
Soroptimists of the Americas 
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Convention Chair Jo Ann Vear is Honored to 
Welcome Soroptimists 

It is my honor to welcome Soroptimists and guests to the 2010 Soropti-
mist International of the Americas Convention. The city of San Francisco 
is unique with clanging cable cars, Golden Gate Bridge, and Alcatraz 
Island. The neighborhoods of Chinatown, Haight-Ashbury (1967 Sum-
mer of Love), Nob Hill, North Beach, Fisherman’s Wharf and more offer 
diverse cultural experiences, art, architecture, street performers, and 
world class dining and shopping. The steep hills provide a walking chal-
lenge but also sweeping views in all directions, when not enshrouded in 

our famous summertime fog! 

Look for the 100 volunteers who will guide you to workshops, meeting rooms, the sales 
area, or the daily newsletter. They will be wearing a flashing lanyard.  

Enjoy your stay here in The City by the Bay and accept our warmest welcome…but re-
member to bring a jacket, especially while riding the cable car, just in case the fog rolls 
in. 

S o r o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s  
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President Cathy Standiford 

J u l y  7 ,  2 0 1 0  
SCHEDULE  

OF  EVENTS  

12:00—6:00  pm  
Registration, Exhibits, 
and Soroptimist Sales 
open,  
Yosemite Ballroom 
 
2:45—5:00 pm  
Delegates Briefing, 
Grand B 
 
Afternoon  
open for arrivals, tours, 
networking 
 
5:00 —7:00  pm  
Cash bar and Friend-
ship Dinner, opening 
ceremonies, Salute to 
Nations, dinner & en-
tertainment,  
Continental Ballroom 
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Enjoy your stay here in 
The City by the Bay 
and accept our warm-
est welcome…but re-
member to bring a 
jacket, especially while 
riding the cable car, 
just in case the fog rolls 
in. 

Dear Soroptimists, Dear Friends, 

What a fantastic chance we have as Soroptimists! 

There are Soroptimist events every day, year around and here 
we are at the Convention in San Francisco. Many people have 
worked long and hard to provide optimal programs for days full 
of inspiration, challenges and friendship. For me Soroptimism 
is when we 
meet and 
have fun 
combined 

with information on projects, 
membership and “what-is-new”. 

 As International president I 
travel all over the world; during 
the last year I have visited all 4 
federations and all I have met are 
happy to be in THEIR club. This 
is very important because the 
clubs are the base for our good 
work and survival. 

My biggest concern is that we 
need to recruit new members. I 
also want to improve the public 
recognition for all the good pro-
jects we do. 

I am looking forward to seeing 
you all. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing 
you all. 

 

S.I. President Hanne Jensbo Looks Forward 
to a “Fantastic Chance” at Convention 

The run-off ballot for presi-
dent-elect concluded on 
June 22, 2010.  
 
Pat Donohue, a member of 
SI/Watsonville, California 
(Sierra Pacific Region), has 
been elected SIA's 2010-
2011 president-elect. Pat will 
assume office on September 
1, 2010, and will become 
SIA's 2011-2012 president 
on September 1, 2011. She 
will serve in that position 
through August 31, 2012.  

As SIGBI President I am delighted that I am able to attend the SIA 
Convention where I look forward  to renewing past friendships and 
making new ones.  This will also be my first visit to San Francisco. 

There is a great deal to be gained by meeting with other Federations, 
we can share best practices, develop friendships and understanding, 
and unite in our Soroptimist International Mission, to improve the 
lives of women and girls. To bring greetings from my Federation will 
be a great pleasure. 

Jackie Mosedale 

SIGBI Federation President 

SIGBI President Jackie Mosedale Will Be  

Renewing Old Friendships and Making New 



Dear Soroptimists of SIA, 

May I send you my warm greetings and very best wishes for a successful Convention. 
I regret that I am unable to attend this important event, but SI/E is well represented by 
our President elect Kathy Kaaf. 

The theme of the convention, the exploitation of women, is a highly topical subject. 
The values of universal friendship, the professional network and our women focused 
projects are still highly pertinent in the 21st century. 

For the past two years SIA and SI/E have intensified their collaboration in certain 
areas, and I hope this excellent 
collaboration will continue. I congratulate Cathy on 
her outstanding accomplishments as SIA Presi-
dent. It has always been a pleasure to work with 
her.  I wish incoming President Sharon all the best 
for a successful year as the Head of SIA. 

I urge all participants to see, experience and enjoy 

the wonderful friendship among Soroptimists at the 

2010 Convention. 

I am always a little nervous before convention begins – checking and double check-
ing a million details that all somehow come together to create a very special and 
unique experience for everyone involved. There are more than a 100 Soroptimists 
engaged in the planning and execution of this event, plus all 27 members of the 
headquarters staff.  Most of them will stay in Philadelphia holding down the fort. Even 
though it is a lot of work, it’s a wonderful opportunity to meet personally with our 
members. Most of our communication with you is via email, the web site or print pub-
lications, so we cherish our face to face time with you. We promise to do everything 
we can to make this convention the best one you have ever attended, whether it’s 
your first time or your 20

th
.   

S.I. Europe President Eliane Lagasse Urges Participants 
to Experience & Enjoy Friendships at Convention 

Leigh Wintz, Executive Director of SIA, Promises to 
Make This the Best Convention Ever  

V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

Onsite registration, exhibits and the SIA sales store 

will be open Wednesday, July 7, at noon in the Yo-

semite Ballroom. Learn how you can support local 

women’s shelters by bringing  donations of gently 

used clothing and toiletries. SIA’s generous sponsors 

will be well represented at Convention in San Fran-

cisco! Please be sure to stop by the Janney Mont-

gomery Scot exhibit booth and the Love/Avon Army 

of Women table.  

Exhibits will be open July 8-10. 

Convention 
Updates 

Congratulations 

to the winners of 

the free 

breakfast 

consultations 

with Susan 

Ellis! 

Abby Bouton, 

SI/Columbus, 

OH, USA 

Katie Danner, 

SI/Crescent City, 

CA, USA 
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1709 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103 

Phone: 215-893-9000 
Fax:  215-893-5200 
www.soroptimist.org 

Soroptimist 
International of the 
Americas 

Don’t be alarmed if on Friday eve-
ning you spot some Soroptimists 
dressed in bell bottom pants or mini-
skirts. They’re not dressing “out of 
style”, just heading to the 1960’s-
inspired Laurel Society event being 
held at the Ruby Skye Night-
club.  The 1960’s theme was se-
lected to highlight not only the sig-
nificant changes for women all over 
the world, but also to celebrate the 

growth and successes of the Soroptimist organization during that decade. The party is SIA’s 
thank you to Laurel Society members for their generous support of Soroptimist programs for 
women that continue to create change.   

Attendance at the event is by invitation only. Laurel Society members received a personal, 
mailed invitation. You too can attend by becoming a member of the Laurel Society.  Contribution 
forms are available at the convention registration desk. Headquarters staff will be glad to process 
your donation and provide you with your coveted Laurel Society pin and ticket for admittance. 
Make your contribution sooner than later - the event will be closed when attendance reaches the 
maximum.  

Laurel Society’s 1960’s Event Friday, July 9 
Join Now So You Can Attend 

Improving the lives of women and 
girls in local communities and 
throughout the world. 

Newsletter Editor:  GAIL DEKREON 
    gail@dekreon.org 

Production Coordinator:  LORI OLIVER 

Reporters: Cathy Lemoine, Lindanne Campbell, Marcia 

Pothast, Mary O’Reilly, Maxine Crow, Roberta Bean, 

Debbie Jensen, Bobbi Enderlin, Laura Cross, Dee 

Schoen, Bernadette Richardson, Nanell Mawbey 
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