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Soroptimist is pleased to announce its second annual Live Your Dream Art Contest. This year, Soroptimist invites boy and girl students, from ages 4 to 18, to draw a present-day woman who inspires them. She can be someone the student knows personally, or a prominent woman he or she admires. If chosen as a finalist, the student’s artwork will be students will be viewed by thousands on the Soroptimist Live Your Dream Campaign website at LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. In addition, the students will be eligible to win a cash prize for themselves and their schools.  I
SIA encourages all clubs to promote this contest. It provides a unique opportunity for clubs to engage with the schools in their communities and because it involves a visual medium, children from every SIA country can participate. 

The contest will also help clubs generate publicity at the local level. Continued success of this contest depends on club participation. SIA has developed an online publicity kit to help clubs with that task. The kit contains all the resources club need to promote the art contest to schools and the media, including a letter introducing the contest; instructions for participating in the contest; a flyer that schools can post; an entry form that student must attach to the back of their art work; and a news release that clubs can send directly to local media. Club members and/or the schools can download and print this information. 

Soroptimist Live Your Dream Art Contest Goals

The goals of the contest are to:
· Engage clubs and members in the Live Your Dream campaign and website.
· Increase awareness of Soroptimist and its mission. 
· Increase awareness of the Soroptimist Live Your Dream campaign.

· Create awareness about inspirational women who are currently working to make the world a better place. 
· Engage schools, children and the children’s parents (who may be potential members) in a fun and educational activity focusing on women.
· Encourage donations to Soroptimist through the LYD website, and the purchase of LYD sales items.
· Attract sponsors. 

How It Works

Students (ages 4-18) must draw a present-day woman who inspires them. She can be someone the student knows personally, or a prominent woman he or she admires. The drawings can be done in any medium (pencils, paint, etc.) but cannot be computer generated.  

Students must staple or glue a completed entry form to the back of their artwork, which contains the name and contact information of the student and their school; as well as a short (50-word or less) description of why they picked that particular woman. Schools will collect all entries from their students and send them in one package to Soroptimist International of the Americas, 1709 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103, USA, Attn: LYD Art Contest. Soroptimist must receive all entries by December 31, 2009. Entries received after this date will be disqualified. 

Professional artists will judge the entries. Finalist entries will be posted on Soroptimist’s Live Your Dream website, where visitors can vote on their favorite drawing in each grade category. 

Soroptimist will announce the winners on the Live Your Dream website on March 8, 2010 (International Women’s Day). There will be one student winner in each category: Category 1: Ages 4-6; Category 2: Ages 7-9; Category 3: Ages10-12; Category 4: 13-15; and Category 5: Ages 16-18. Each student will receive $100 and the winner’s school will also receive $100. SIA will recommend that schools use their award to purchase women’s history books for the school library or fund an assembly about women’s history in honor of International Women’s Day and Women’s History Month (in the United States). Although not a requirement, this will reinforce one of the goals of the art contest. 







Soroptimist is pleased to announce its second annual Live Your Dream Art Contest. This year, Soroptimist invites boy and girl students, from ages 4 to 18, to draw a present-day woman who inspires them. She can be someone the student knows personally, or a prominent woman he or she admires. If chosen as a finalist, the student’s artwork will be students will be viewed by thousands on the Soroptimist Live Your Dream Campaign website at LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. In addition, the students will be eligible to win a cash prize for themselves and their schools.  I
The Soroptimist Live Your Dream Campaign and art contest underscore the many heroic and inspirational contributions of women. The contest is a fun and engaging way to get students to recognize the many contributions women around the world make every day.  
The art work will be judged in the following categories:

· Category 1: Ages 4-6

· Category 2: Ages 7-9
· Category 3: Ages 10-12
· Category 4: Ages 13-15
· Category 5: Ages 16-18

Rules

· Students must draw a present-day woman who inspires them. She can be someone the student knows personally, or a prominent woman he or she admires.
· Drawing must convey why students think this woman is inspirational. 

· Work should be no larger than 11” by 14”. 

· Art must be hand-drawn (not computer generated).

· Students must glue or staple the art contest entry form to the back of their artwork. Artwork that does not have an attached entry form will be disqualified. 
Submission Guidelines

Schools must collect all art work from their students and send them in one package to Soroptimist International of the Americas, 1709 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103, USA, Attn: LYD Art Contest. Electronic copies of work will not be accepted. 

*Submissions become the property of Soroptimist and will not be returned. Soroptimist reserves the right to use submissions on its website and in its promotional materials. 


Deadline

Entries must be received at Soroptimist no later than December 31, 2009. Entries received after this date will be disqualified. 

Judging 

Professional artists will judge the entries. Finalist entries will be posted on Soroptimist’s Live Your Dream website, where visitors can vote on their favorite drawing in each age category. 

Soroptimist will announce the winners on the Live Your Dream website on March 8, 2010 (International Women’s Day). There will be one student winner in each category.
Prizes

Each student will receive $100 and the winner’s school will also receive $100. Soroptimist recommends that schools use their awards to purchase women’s history books for the school library, or fund an assembly about women’s history in honor of International Women’s Day and Women’s History Month. Although not a requirement, this will reinforce the goal of the art contest. 


Soroptimist 2009 Live Your Dream Art Contest Entry Form


Please complete this entire form and staple or glue it to the back of your artwork. Artwork that does not have this entry form attached will be disqualified. It is important that Soroptimist have the following information for notifying and publicizing award winners and their schools. 


Information about student


Name: __________________________________________________________ Age: _________________


Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code: _____________________________________________ Country: ________________

Phone: _________________________________ Email: _________________________________________



Information about school

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code: ____________________________________________ Country: _________________

Phone: _________________________________ Email: _________________________________________


Information about artwork

Woman’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________


Using the box below, describe in 50 words or less why you picked this woman:





SOROPTIMIST SPONSORS LIVE YOUR DREAM ART CONTEST

Encourages students ages 4 to 18 to draw a present-day woman who inspires them
Date

Contact: Kamali Brooks, Public Relations Manager

       215-893-9000 x130

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—Soroptimist, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women whose mission is to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world, invites schools to participate in its Live Your Dream Art Contest by encouraging their students draw a present-day woman who inspires them. 
The contest is open to both boys and girls, ages 4 to 18. The woman can be someone the student knows personally, or a prominent woman he or she admires. If their artwork is chosen as a finalist, students will have the opportunity for it to be viewed by thousands of people on the Soroptimist Live Your Dream Campaign website at LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. Winners will also receive $100, as will their schools. The contest is being sponsored in honor of International Women’s Day and Women’s History Month, which take place in March. 

“Last years art contest, where children could draw any woman—real, fictional or historical—who inspired them was a huge success and brought in over 4,350 entries. It opened the door to get children thinking about the many accomplishments women have had over time,” said Soroptimist President Catherine Standiford. “Even today, women continue to make a difference. In this years art contest, we want to kids to consider the positive affects these inspirational women have on their lives on a daily basis.”

Artwork will be judged in the following categories: Category 1: Ages 4-6; Category 2: Ages 7-9; Category 3: Ages 10-12; Category 4: Ages 13-15; Category 5, Ages 16-18. Schools must collect all work from their students and send them in one package to Soroptimist, 1709 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103, Attn: LYD Art Contest. The deadline is December 31, 2009. The winner will be announced on March 8, International Women’s Day. 

Contest rules, instructions and posters are available at LiveYourDreamCampaign.org. For contest questions, contact info@liveyourdreamcampaign.org.  

Headquartered in Philadelphia, Pa., Soroptimist is a 501(c)(3) organization offering programs that improve the lives of women and girls through three distinct platforms: economic empowerment, elimination of violence and gender equality. Its major program, the Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards, provides cash grants for women seeking to improve their lives with the help of additional education and training. Each year, more than $1 million is disbursed to deserving women through this award-winning program. The Soroptimist Live Your Dream Campaign celebrates women, their accomplishments, and the power of their dreams. Visit LiveYourDreamCampaign.org and Soroptimist.org for more information.  
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Dear School,








Soroptimist International of the Americas is pleased to invite your students to participate in a special art contest that celebrates women and their accomplishments. 





March is Women’s History Month and March 8 is International Women’s Day—events designed to celebrate women and their contributions to the world. In honor of these days, Soroptimist encourages students, ages 4 to 18, to participate in the Live Your Dream Art Contest. The contest asks children to draw a present-day woman who inspires them. She can be someone the student knows personally, or a prominent woman he or she admires. Students whose artwork is chosen as a finalist will have the chance for their drawing to be viewed by thousands of people on the Soroptimist Live Your Dream website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.liveyourdreamcampaign.org/" ��LiveYourDreamCampaign.org�. Winners (and their schools) will also be eligible for a $100 cash prize.





Soroptimist, an international volunteer organization for business and professional women who work to improve the lives of women and girls, launched the Live Your Dream campaign as a way to celebrate the power and accomplishments of women, and to inspire women from all walks of life to live their dreams. Participating in this contest will provide a unique and educational way for your students to examine and celebrate the contributions women make to the world every day—contributions that are sometimes overlooked. The contest would dovetail nicely with a unit on women’s history, and could coordinate across subjects (language arts, history, civics, etc.).  





Enclosed are instructions for participating in the contest. All contest information is also available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.liveyourdreamcampaign.org/" ��LiveYourDreamCampaign.org�. 





We look forward to seeing the creations of your students and learning about the women who inspire them!








Sincerely,











Catherine Standiford


President, Soroptimist International of the Americas
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NEWS RELEASE 
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